
The First Amendment is often inconvenient.  But that is beside the

point.  Inconvenience does not absolve the government of its

obligation to tolerate speech.

Justice Anthony Kennedy
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ANNUAL

AWARDS CEREMONY

Thursday, November 8, 2007

6:00-10:00 pm

at the Schuyler Inn, 575 Broadway, Menands

[Please call the restaurant for directions, (518) 463-1121]

The Carol S. Knox Award Recipients are

Catherine Callan and May Saffar
of the Muslim Solidarity Committee of Bethlehem

Neighbors for Peace

The Ned Pattison Award Recipient is

Michael Whiteman, Esq.

See Page 5 inside for more details

All members of the New York Civil Liberties Union residing in the Capital Region
(Albany, Columbia, Greene, Rensselaer, Saratoga, Schenectady, Warren, and

Washington counties), and all interested persons are invited to attend this annual
gathering.

RSVP for reception by calling (518) 436-8594 by November
1, 2005 or by filling out and mailing in the  form on Page 4.

SEE INSIDE FOR PRESIDENTÕS AND DIRECTORÕS LETTERS AND DETAILS ON
AWARD RECIPIENTS AND CEREMONY

¥ The legal committee has written
to Judge Kay about our
objections to  an accepted
statewide policy on presenting a
bible for witnesses to swear on
when they testify in court.

¥ We are following school-board
elections in Guilderland to
ensure that campaigning is
allowed on school property.

¥ We are writing prison officials
asking them to clarify their policy
with regard to opening and
confiscating prisoner mail in two
cases.

¥ We are looking into the prison
system in Terre Haute, Indiana,
and the harsh treatment of
inmates with regard to mail,
visitation and alleged abuse.

¥ We are looking at the recent
increase in “social host laws”
being enacted in several area
towns.  These laws allow police
action when an adult, in control
of a property, supplies alcohol to
minors but they raise Fourth
Amendment concerns.                                                        

Next legal committee meeting
is October 19

90 State Street, Suite 518
2 pm

Continued on page 2



   

     

Continued from page 1

¥  In partnership with the Capital
Distr ict Gay and Lesbian
Community Council and the
Capital District Coalition for
Human Rights, we have sent out a
survey to all candidates for the
Albany County Legislature election
asking them to respond to 20
questions regarding LGBT issues.
We will be posting the results on
the NYCLU-CRC and CDGLCC
web sites.

The chapter had a busy summer, working diligently to encourage
Schenectady County legislators to rescind the ex-sex-offender residency
restriction ordinances they adopted in July.  These laws would have
virtually banned ex-sex-offenders at any level from residing in the county
and would have forced almost all who presently live in the county to
move - even those who owned their own homes for many years and
those who had previously signed long-term leases.  As we have said
many times before, these residency restrictions do more harm than good
by driving ex-offenders underground, out of reach of law enforcement.
We also argue that they are pre-empted by state legislation and are
clearly unconstitutional, punishing ex-offenders again after they have
served their time for the crime.  Schenectady did amend the most
egregious parts of the ordinances but what remains is still troublesome
and the fact that the county legislature still encourages the towns to
adopt their own residency restrictions is ludicrous in that it only sets the
towns up for possible litigation.   We will continue to fight these
ordinances that are becoming increasingly popular and we remain
confident that a legal precedent will be achieved as a case in Suffolk
County makes its way through the state supreme court.

We recently visited Congressman McNulty and the offices of Senators
Clinton and Schumer and discussed their positions on the Military
Commissions Act, the Protect America Act, the Restore Habeas Corpus
Act and the Restore the Constitution Act.  The feedback was positive.
Perhaps weÕll see some growth in respect and in supportive legislation to
restore the ground we have lost for civil liberties in Washington

We have been very fortunate to have assistance in the office this
summer and fall.  William Aiken, Desiree Farley, Katie Haas and Hilary
Worden continue to volunteer regularly, handling intake and general
office duties.  Eli Gottlieb worked with us for two years but has left to go
to college.  We will miss him.  Samantha Howell will be helping out on
legal issues and research during the fall and Steve Zeltser has signed on
as an intern from the University at Albany.

We look forward to seeing as many of you as possible at the Annual
Awards ceremony on November 8 at the Schuyler Inn.  The evening is
full of fun, food and music.  ItÕs a great opportunity to meet and talk with
people who have a common interest in protecting civil liberties.  Please
take a moment to fill out the response card on page 4 and return it to our
office.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED IN THE OFFICE!
Interested in speaking with persons who have civil liberties

concerns? Or in directing people who call as to where to turn for
assistance?  Interested in writing articles on civil liberties issues for
our newsletter or Website?  Want to put your HTML skills to work

updating our Website?  Willing to help with mailings?

Volunteer a few hours a month in the Capital
Region Chapter Office.

Call the office at 436-8594 or e-mail us at
e-d@nyclu-crc.org

90 State Street, Suite 518
Albany, NY  12207

(518) 436-8594 _ e-d@nyclu-crc.org
www.nyclu-crc.org

Melanie W. Trimble
Executive Director

Prof. Stephen E. Gottlieb, President
Sarah Birn, Vice President
Mark Witecki, Treasurer
Diana Yang, Secretary

Amanda Avery á John Cirrin
Colin Donnaruma á Maud Easter
Joanne Esposito _ Ryan Faas

Andrew Feffer _ Richard Hamm
Sally Knapp _ Charles LaCourt

Albert Lawrence _  Katherine Levitan
Kathy Manley _  Hugh McKnight

Linda Mussmann _  Pat OÕConnor
Joanna Palladino _  Susan Poe
Lou Sansivero _  Bill Shapiro

Merton Simpson _  Sandy Sussman
Laura Zeliger



BANNED BOOKS   UPCOMING EVENTS IN THE SPRING

NYCLU-Capital Region Chapter Celebrates Your
Right to Read

Join Us at the Read-Out on October 6 at the Main
Branch of the Albany Public  Library!

     On Saturday, October 6, at 2:00 pm, NYCLU-CRC,
in partnership with the Albany Public Library,
celebrates America's freedom to read!  Local area
actors, poets and community leaders will read from
books that have been banned or challenged in
America. Local poets will also read selections from
their own works celebrating the First Amendment.  
NYCLU-CRC members will highlight current
challenges to intellectual freedom and free speech. 
The Read-Out will take place in the large auditorium
of the Main Library.
     Now in its 26th year, Banned Books Week calls
Americans' attention to the fragile nature of the First
Amendment, which is under constant onslaught by
censors and those who would control what citizens
read and think.  New Yorkers are not immune to the
phenomenon.  WeÕve experienced a number of First
Amendment attacks over the past year.
     Come and listen to readings from: To Kill A
Mockingbird, Forever, Howl, and many other banned
or challenged books.  For a complete listing of banned
and challenged books go to:

http://www.ala.org/ala/oif/bannedbooksweek/b

annedbooksweek.htm

"Restriction of free thought and free speech is the
most dangerous of all subversions. It is the one
un-American act that could most easily defeat
us." -  William O. Douglas

 
Banned Books Week: Ahoy! Treasure Your Freedom

to Read and Get Hooked on a Banned
Book

September 29 - October 6, 2007
 
First observed in 1982, Banned Books Week reminds
Americans not to take this precious democratic
freedom for granted. The event is sponsored by the
American Booksellers Association, the American
Booksellers Foundation for Free Expression, the
American Library Association (ALA), the Association
of American Publishers, the American Society of
Journalists and Authors and the National Association
of College Stores.    It is endorsed by the Library of
Congress Center for the Book.

NYCLU CAPITAL REGION
CHAPTER

Katherine Levitan Legal Committee (2006-8)
Mark Witecki  Fundraising Committee (2007-9)

OPEN  Nominating Committee
Al Lawrence Education Committee (2007-9)
Susan Poe Membership Committee (2007-9)

Ryan Faas Web Master (2007-9)

NAME:   ______________________________________________

ADDRESS:   ____________________________________________

CITY, STATE, ZIP:   ______________________________________

PHONE: _____________________    E-MAIL* _________________

*(Include your e-mail only if you would like to receive action alerts about
civil liberties issues.)

___  I would like to become a card carrying member of the NYCLU and the
ACLU at the following level:

Basic ___  $20 Individual/$30 Joint

Contributing ___  $35 Individual/$50 Joint

Payable to NYCLU.   Memberships are not tax deductible .

___  I would like to help the NYCLU-CRC defend our constitutional rights
by making a tax-deductible contribution in the amount of:

___  $100         ___  $75 ___  $50 ___  $25 _____ other

Payable to NYCLU Foundation.  Donations are tax deductible.

Mail your check to: NYCLU-CRC, 90 State Street, Suite 518, Albany,
NY  12207

STUDENT CIVIL LIBERTIES CONTEST

The New York Civil Liberties Union Capital Region Chapter is sponsoring a
contest for students through the fall and winter this year.

Entries may be submitted as essays, short videos or live performance pieces.

 We are asking that teens explore the following topics:

• Security versus Freedom: Discuss whether or not, in our quest for
national security, we can still preserve American civil liberties.  If we can
have both, describe how they can co-exist.  If we must surrender our
liberties in the name of security, what liberties must be sacrificed and
why?

• Dissent - Rights to Demonstrate: Should there be any limits to
our right to demonstrate?  If there ought to be limits, what would these
limits need to be and why?

• Free Speech in Schools :  What are the current limits to free speech in
schools and should there be these limits?  How do limits on free speech
adversely or positively affect education?

Support materials will be posted on our web site, www.nyclu-crc.org by October
30.  The deadline for submissions is February 1, 2008 and the winner will be
announced on March 30.  The winner will receive $500 and the runner-up $200.
They and their families will be invited to attend our annual membership meeting in
late May for the award presentation. Call the office for more details or to apply,
(518) 436-8594.



ANNUAL AWARDS CEREMONY       CHAPTER BOARD

     

 
       The Capital Region Chapter established the Knox award in memory
of Carol S. Knox.  Carol was a long-time social activist and staunch civil
libertarian.  Her commitment to civil liberties was unwavering as she
grew up in a family of civil libertarians from North Carolina.  Carol and
her husband, Lee Wasserman, met as volunteer attorneys working for
the Capital Region Chapter of NYCLU.  She spent several years in the
New York Attorney GeneralÕs Office under Robert Abrams, working in the
Legislative Bureau, the Environmental Bureau and the Litigation Bureau.
Earlier, Carol was an associate at Whiteman Osterman & Hanna.
       Carol was a remarkable woman, loved and respected by all who
knew her for her sunny warmth, unfailing good humor and kindness, her
wisdom, intelligence, strength, uncommon persistence and integrity.  The
Carol S. Knox Award is given each year to someone whose work reflects
CarolÕs spirit and commitment to civil liberties.
       The Ned Pattison Award celebrates the life and values of Edward W.
ÒNedÓ Pattison (d.1990) whose work as a public servant and private
citizen showed his concern for the poor and the powerless.  Ned Pattison
is remembered as a man who stuck to his principles Ð even when doing
so jeopardized his personal ambitions.  He set an example for those in
public service whom we seek to salute with the Ned Pattison Award.
       As a Representative of the 29th Congressional District (Saratoga,
Rensselaer, Warren and Washington Counties) from 1974 to 1978, Mr.
Pattison was a consistent voice in opposition to the Vietnam War and in
support of civil rights, civil liberties and the environment.  After leaving
Washington, D.C., he returned to the Pattison Law Firm in Troy and
taught at Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute and HarvardÕs John F.
Kennedy School of Government.  Throughout his career, he provided pro
bono legal services to the poor and was actively involved in numerous
community organizations including Trinity House of Troy and the
Rensselaer County Association for Retarded Children.

SEE PAGE 5 FOR 2007 RECIPIENTS

Officers

Stephen E. Gottlieb, President 2008
Sarah Birn, Vice President 2009
Mark Witecki, Treasurer 2009
Diana Yang, Secretary 2009

At Large Members

Amanda Avery 2009
John Cirrin 2009

Colin Donnaruma 2008
Maud Easter 2008

Joanne Esposito 2008
Ryan Faas 2009

Andrew Feffer 2009
Richard Hamm 2008

Sara Knapp 2008
Charles LaCourt 2008

Al Lawrence 2009
Katherine Levitan 2008

Kathy Manley 2009
Hugh McKnight 2008

Linda Mussmann 2008
Pat OÕConnor 2009

Joanna Palladino 2008
Susan Poe 2008

Lou Sansivero 2008
Bill Shapiro 2008

Merton Simpson 2008
Sandy Sussman 2008

Laura Zeliger 2008

ANNUAL AWARDS
Thursday, November 8, 2007

6 pm to 10 pm
Schuyler Inn

575 Broadway
Menands, NY 12204

(518) 463-1121
Return by Nov. 1 to:

Name__________________________       NYCLU-CRC
Address_________________________ 90 State Street, Suite 518
City, State, Zip____________________     Albany, NY 12207
Telephone_______________________

____Yes, I can attend.  Enclosed is $_________ for ______ reservations at      $50.00 each.

Please make your check out to NYCLU Foundation. All but $20.00 per reservation is tax deductible.

_____No, I will not be able to attend, but please accept my donation of __________________

Please make checks out to NYCLU Foundation.  These contributions are tax deductible.

NOMINATIONS FOR THE CAPITAL
REGION CHAPTER BOARD

The nominations committee will begin
interviewing candidates in January and
February of 2008.  If you wish to
submit a name for consideration,
please contact Sarah Birn, 439-6019
or sarahbirn@yahoo.com.

The nominations slate will appear on
the web site, www.nyclu-crc.org sixty
days (60) before the annual
membership meeting in May, 2008.  If
you wish to make additional
nominations at that time, please
submit your recommendation with
signatures of five (5) NYCLU-CRC
members to the secretary, Diana
Yang, tndfever1@yahoo.com forty-five
days (45) prior to the annual
membership meeting.



ANNUAL AWARDS CEREMONY
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 2007

6:00 to 10:00 PM
AT THE

SCHUYLER INN, 575 BROADWAY, MENANDS

     The NYCLU Capital Region Chapter presents the Carol S. Knox Award and the Ned Pattison

Award each year to deserving individuals in the Capital Region community.  This year we will be
presenting Catherine Callan and May Saffar with the Carol S. Knox Award and Michael Whitman,

Esq. with the Ned Pattison Award.

     Catherine Ann Callan is a community activist, local business owner and mother. She grew up in

the Capital Region, graduated from the State University of New York at Albany and contributed as a

volunteer to many causes over the years, engaging in human rights advocacy, national anti-war
demonstrations and local peace activities. After working for a number of years at the AIDS

Council, as well as being a development officer in education, an organizer for Equinox Community

Services, and mentor-coordinator for Capital Region Sponsor-A-Scholar, Cathy devoted her efforts to

supporting the campaign on behalf of Yassin Aref and Mohammed Hossain, through which the Muslim
Solidarity Committee was born. She is now co-owner and operator of the Java Jazz Cafe in Delmar,

NY, and continues to work on behalf of the families of Aref and Hossain.

      Born in Baghdad, Iraq, May Saffar  immigrated to Ireland in 1984 during Saddam Hussein’s reign.
She lived in Dublin for nine years, immigrated to the United States, and lived in Baltimore, Maryland.

She moved to Albany, New York, fourteen years ago.  May earned her Bachelors of Arts in English-

Arabic translation from Al Mustansiriyah University in Baghdad in 1988. She was admitted to the

University at Albany in 2003 and earned her Master’s degree in 2005.  She has been working as an
English-as-a-Second-Language teacher for the past eight years. She has also taught Arabic language

and culture at Hudson Valley Community college and at the College of St. Rose.   She began

speaking out publicly against the war in Iraq in 2004 and has been a local peace activist ever since.
She is a co-founder of the Muslim Solidarity Committee which defends Yassin Aref, the local Muslim

Imam and an Iraqi Kurd.  She is also working on the Iraqi refugee crisis with the local international

refugees office in Albany to bring her family from Jordan and Syria to the United States.  In addition,
she co-founded “Iraqis in Exile” in collaboration with Dr. Dahlia Wasfi. The goal of the organization is

to establish a network of Iraqis to help other Iraqis get humanitarian aid and immigrate out of Iraq. The

long-term goal is to resolve the security situation in Iraq.

      Both Cathy and May are being honored for creating the Muslim Solidarity Committee of
Bethlehem Neighbors for Peace.  The group raised awareness of Muslim culture as it monitored the

trial and supported the families of Yassin Aref and Mohammad Hossian, members of our community

who were brought to trial on terrorism charges arising from an FBI sting operation.

     One of the founding members of Whiteman Osterman & Hanna, Michael Whiteman serves as

head of the firm's corporate and energy and telecommunications practice groups. Mr. Whiteman
regularly represents a variety of clients, including energy and telecommunications companies, before

the New York State Public Service Commission and other State regulatory agencies on a wide range

of regulatory, rate, siting and government contract and procurement issues. Mr. Whiteman also has

an active practice in corporate organization and transactions and in business, professional and
governmental ethics and responsibility. Prior to founding Whiteman Osterman & Hanna, Mr.

Whiteman served as counsel to Governor Nelson A. Rockefeller and Governor Malcolm Wilson from

1971 to 1974. He worked as an adjunct professor at Albany Law School in 1977, and also sat on the
New York State Law Revision Committee.

      Mr. Whiteman is being honored for his contribution to the creation and operation of the Albany

Citizens’ Police Review Board.



NYCLU LEGISLATIVE UPDATE

Marriage Fairness Update

Since the publication of the winter newsletter, there is much good news to report in the fight for
marriage fairness for same-sex couples.  In a vote of 85-69, the Assembly passed legislation put
forward by the Governor and introduced by Assemblyman OÕDonnell (D-A.D.69) that allows same-sex
couples to receive marriage licenses.

At the time of the last newsletter, a grant-funded collaboration was pending between the NYCLU and
the Empire State Pride Agenda (Pride Agenda) that aims to advance the rights of lesbian, gay,
bisexual and transgender (LGBT) New Yorkers.  The partnership specifically works toward the
passage of the Marriage Fairness bill, the Dignity for All Students Act that would protect students in all
protected classes from discrimination and harassment on school grounds, and the Gender Non-
Discrimination Act (GENDA) that will add gender identity and expression to the list of protected
classes in the StateÕs non-discrimination law.  The collaboration began with the Pride AgendaÕs annual
lobby event where NYCLU staff, including Capital Region Chapter Executive Director Melanie Trimble,
joined more than 1,000 New Yorkers in Albany and led teams of constituents in legislative visits.

Prior to the Assembly vote in favor of the Marriage Fairness bill, NYCLU/Pride Agenda Field
Organizers led legislative visits throughout the state that had a direct impact on the vote on the
Assembly floor.  While the Senate did not take up the issue in the 2007 session, the NYCLU continues
its statewide advocacy in partnership with the Pride Agenda in hopes that the Senate will bring the bill
to the floor for a vote in 2008.

NYCLU members are invited to become active participants in the fight for LGBT rights by attending
local events and participating in legislative and community advocacy.  For more information on how to
become involved, please contact NYCLU Capital Region Chapter Executive Director, Melanie Trimble
at 518.436.8594, e-d@nyclu-crc.org or Nora Yates, Field Director for the Empire State Pride Agenda
at 518.472.3330 ext.303, nyates@prideagenda.org.

Reform of the Rockefeller Drug Laws

In its ongoing fight against the excessively harsh sentencing scheme of Rockefeller Drug Laws, the
NYCLU is taking part in the Real Reform Coalition to bring about meaningful reform to the unjust laws
that have been in place for more than thirty years.  The coalition, comprised of advocates, academics,
activists, families and individuals, has been monitoring the New York State Commission on
Sentencing Reform that was enacted by Governor Spitzer through Executive Order.  The Commission
was given the task of reviewing New YorkÕs sentencing structure and practices, community
supervision, and the use of alternatives to incarceration and is scheduled to release a preliminary
report of its findings in October.

In anticipation of the reportÕs release, the Real Reform Coalition recently issued an open letter to the
Commission that outlined the four components that must be present in meaningful Rockefeller Drug
Laws reform: restoration of judicial discretion in all drug cases; the expansion of alternative-to-
incarceration (ATI) programs, including community based treatment; reductions in the length of
sentences for all drug offenses; and retroactive sentencing relief for all prisoners currently
incarcerated under the Rockefeller Drug Laws.

ÒUnder its drug-sentencing laws New York State has perpetrated one of the great civil rights injustices
of our time,Ó said Donna Lieberman, executive director of the New York Civil Liberties Union.  ÒThe
stateÕs Rockefeller Drug Laws have come to mean a law that is unfair, unjust and cruel; that is
destructive, not rehabilitative; that is enforced with a blatant racial and ethnic bias. We hear much
these days about an era of reform in Albany Ð reform of the stateÕs drug laws is a good place to start.Ó



FROM THE PRESIDENT

Dear NYCLU capital region chapter members:

Civil liberties rarely seem so important as when they are being flouted. Some folk like to act tough
by deliberately disparaging civil liberties. Others just refuse to let them get in the way.

But you, our members, understand that civil liberties are not optional: they are the essence of our
democratic system, our way of life, the attractiveness of America, and our strongest defense.

The flouting of civil liberties under the current administration has made America an international
pariah. Flouting civil liberties makes it impossible to know who is a terrorist and who is not. When
we coerce people to say what we want them to say, they tell us what we want to hear. In the
criminal system we have been throwing out coerced confessions for decades as fundamentally
unreliable Ð unreliable against those who confess as well as unreliable against those they
implicate. DNA evidence has been giving us lessons in the wisdom of that policy as countless
innocent people once imprisoned are released and the careless fury of a cocky criminal system is
repeatedly disclosed, discredited and shamed.

Respecting civil liberties is the efficient, practical solution.  Civil liberties keep us focused on real
perpetrators and save us from wasting resources on those who are doing no harm.  This is a
lesson that the administration has yet to learn.

But, more and more of you are getting the message. If there is a silver lining it is that ever
increasing numbers of you are coming to the support of freedom. Thank you.

Steve Gottlieb, President
Capital Region Chapter

Continued from page 6

Expansion of New York State’s DNA Database

The 2007 session brought yet another round of attempts by lawmakers to expand the stateÕs DNA
database for individuals convicted of all crimes, including misdemeanors, and New Yorkers
convicted of low-level, non-contact crimes - but as the stateÕs DNA database expands, so too
does the potential for error and abuse.

In a statement distributed to members of the legislature, NYCLU argued that a) DNA evidence is
not infallible, b) expansion of the data bank will overload crime labs and undermine effective
criminal investigation, and c) that New York permits local DNA laboratories to operate without
regulatory oversight.  Localities throughout the state are collecting and storing the DNA of
innocent persons, even when these individuals have been excluded as crime suspects. These so-
called rogue databases operate outside the law, yet the state has taken no action to close the
labs or to require compliance with regulatory procedures and guidelines. The retention of DNA
samples from innocent persons is a violation of the law and an invitation for abuse.

The state must ensure all laboratories are in compliance with state and federal laws and NYCLU
will continue its efforts to infuse a quality assurance component to any expansion to the DNA
database.

Lisa Fox



In the Capital Region

See inside for more information.

NYCLU ANNUAL AWARDS CEREMONY
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 2007

 6:00 to 10:00 pm
at the

Schuyler Inn
575 Broadway, Menands

Award Recipients: Michael Whiteman, Esq.,
Catherine Callan and May Saffar


